
 

 

1 

 

ORPHIR and STENNESS CHURCH 

Easter Sunday 17.04.22 

Morning Service 1100 

Transcript 
Ed 18.04.22 

Intimations 

 

Call to worship 

Gathered now this Easter morning, we join our voices with the whole church, 

across the world and across time, as we proclaim: 

L: Alleluia!  Christ is risen 
All: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Let us worship God: 

 

Hymn 421 Our Lord Christ hath risen 

 
Welcome 

Good morning. 

Wherever you have come from on this special day, 

whether you come here regularly, or occasionally, or especially if you are here for the first time, 

you are welcome to our worship. 

Your presence enriches us in this time of fellowship and celebration. 
 

Gathering words: 

“Today is the first day of the rest of your life.” 

Words so familiar that they have become a cliché. 

But for us as Christians this statement does sum up the truth of this day –a truth broken-hearted 

women discovered as they found the stone rolled away and the tomb empty; 

a truth the Apostles discovered as, huddled behind locked doors, Jesus appeared among them; 
a truth countless generations have discovered since then, as the risen Christ has transformed 

their lives. 

For each one, suddenly life began again, with a clean sheet, a fresh page, a new chapter. 

Listen afresh to the Gospel story, think about it as though you had never heard it before, and 

rejoice in the new life that God offers to you too. 

 
Let us pray: 

First Prayer + Lord’s Prayer 

Lo rd of life and power, 

through the mighty resurrection of your Son, you have overcome death 

and opened the gate of everlasting life. 

Grant that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 
may reign with Him in glory, who with you and the Holy Spirit is alive, 

One God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

We join with all your world to bring our thanks for hope restored and life renewed. 

We thank you that this day becomes the pattern for the days to come,  

for we know that. in times of doubt and fearfulness. your eternal presence remains, 
and with full hearts, we offer thanks. 

 

Risen Lord, 

on this day we praise and worship you; 

on this day we draw close to you, rejoicing that you still come to us, 

out of darkness into light, out of grief into joy, out of fear into hope. 
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Rejoicing in your presence, our living Saviour, 

we give thanks for the assurance that, in this life, we are not alone; 

in this life, there is someone we can trust; in this life, promise becomes reality 

because of you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

As we stand in the glory of your resurrection light, we are the more aware of all that 

breaks and tarnishes and diminishes our lives. 

We remember times when we choose darkness over light; 

times when we speak words of harm and not healing; 

times when our actions show no faithfulness. 

Forgive us, risen Lord. 
 

Come to us afresh this Easter Day in your power to set us free from sin and death, 

from pettiness and insincerity, 

that we may be a people called by name, liberated to love, empowered to serve. 

We ask for your own name’s sake, and we pray as you have taught us: 

Our Father which art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name,  

Thy Kingdom come, 

Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us 

not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the Kingdom the Power and the Glory for ever.  Amen. 
 

Readings: Olivia will read from Acts and from Luke’s Gospel: 

Acts 10: 34-43: (New Century Version) 

Peter began to speak: “I really understand now that to God every person is the same.  In every 

country God accepts anyone who worships him and does what is right.  You know the message 

that God has sent to the people of Israel is the Good News that peace has come through Jesus 

Christ.  Jesus is the Lord of all people!  You know what has happened all over Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after John preached to the people about baptism.  You know about Jesus from Nazareth, 

that God gave him the Holy Spirit and power.  You know how Jesus went everywhere doing good 

and healing those who were ruled by the devil, because God was with him.  We saw what Jesus 

did in Judea and in Jerusalem, but the Jews in Jerusalem killed him by hanging him on a cross. 

Yet, on the third day, God raised Jesus to life and caused him to be seen, not by all the people, 

but only by the witnesses God had already chosen.  And we are those witnesses who ate and 
drank with him after he was raised from the dead.  He told us to preach to the people and to tell 

them that he is the one whom God chose to be the judge of the living and the dead.  All the 

prophets say it is true that all who believe in Jesus will be forgiven of their sins through Jesus’ 

name.” 

Amen. 

 
Luke 24: 1-12:  

Jesus Rises from the Dead (NCV) 

Very early on the first day of the week, at dawn, the women came to the tomb, bringing the 

spices they had prepared.  They found the stone rolled away from the entrance of the tomb, but 

when they went in, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  While they were wondering 

about this, two men in shining clothes suddenly stood beside them.  The women were very afraid 

and bowed their heads to the ground.  The men said to them, “Why are you looking for a living 
person in this place for the dead?  He is not here; he has risen from the dead.  Do you remember 

what he told you in Galilee?  He said the Son of Man must be handed over to sinful people, be 

crucified, and rise from the dead on the third day.”  Then the women remembered what Jesus 

had said. 
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The women left the tomb and told all these things to the eleven apostles and the other followers.  

It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and some other women who told the 

apostles everything that had happened at the tomb.  But they did not believe the women, 

because it sounded like nonsense.  But Peter got up and ran to the tomb.  Bending down and 
looking in, he saw only the cloth that Jesus’ body had been wrapped in.  Peter went away to his 

home, wondering about what had happened. 

Amen.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir: I shall Know Him  

 

Message Part 1: 
 

What can we say about Easter that has not been said already, in many ways, over many years, 

by many people?  Maybe nothing, but there are things that are worth saying again and again, 

because the events of that first Easter Sunday are the foundation of our faith. 

 

Without Easter, we wouldn’t know anything about Jesus.  If his story had ended with the 
crucifixion, most likely he would have been forgotten – just another Jew crucified by the Roman 

Empire in a bloody century that witnessed thousands of such executions.  Maybe there might still 

have been a brief mention by the Roman historians Josephus or Tacitus, but maybe not, because 

there wouldn’t have been a Good Friday either: no developing Christian community, nobody to 

remember and give meaning to his death, nothing to distinguish this execution from any other.  

Without Easter, there would be no Christianity. 
 

So what is Easter all about?  Obvious, you might say – God raised Jesus from the dead.  OK – but 

what does that mean?  Is it the most spectacular miracle that there has ever been?  Is it about 

the promise of an afterlife?  Is it about proving that Jesus really was the Son of God? 

 

The Easter Story that we think we know is a combination of the slightly different accounts from 

each of four gospels, overlaid by centuries of tradition and practice, and embellished by Christian 
teaching and hymns and liturgy, dramatized versions on film and TV, and all the rest, to the 

extent that it is almost impossible to look at the Easter story with fresh eyes. 

 

What are we to make of the stories?  Are they intended to be accurate historical reports of events 

that could have been video-recorded had the equipment been available?  Or fairy tales?  Or are 

they a mixture of legend and parable and metaphor that express much more than factual truths?  
Different branches of the Christian Church look on Easter in different ways.  Christians committed 

to Biblical inerrancy insist that every detail is factually and literally true, despite the differences 

between them.  Others, who recognise that witnesses can, and do, differ in their accounts of the 

same event, don’t worry about the number of angels, or how the disciples reacted, where they 

went, and so on.  But both sides agree on the basics: the tomb really was empty – nobody 

ever disputed that - not because it was the wrong tomb, or somebody stole the body, but 
because God transformed the body of Jesus. 

 

For many Christians, this central fact of the Resurrection is so important that, if it didn’t happen 

this way, the foundations and the truth of Christian belief disappear. 

Remember Paul’s words: “If Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain 

and your faith has been in vain”. 

 
But this view raises problems for people who think that, unless they believe every detail of the 

stories, they can’t really be Christians.  It also misses out on the more-than-factual meanings.  

The question is not so much, “Did these things happen this way or not” but rather, “What do 

these things mean.” 
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Christians agree that the meaning of Jesus’s parables doesn’t depend on whether or not they are 

factually accurate.  We don’t worry about whether there really was a good Samaritan who came 

to the aid of a man beaten up by robbers – the story, and the meaning it contains are true, 

irrespective of its factuality.  As one theologian said, 
“I don’t know whether these things happened in this way or not, but I know that this story is 

true.” 

Believe whatever you like about whether the stories really happened this way – but concentrate 

on what they mean.  If you believe that the resurrection events could have been videotaped, fine 

– now what do the stories mean?  If you are not sure about some of the details – or all of them, 

or even if you are quite sure that it didn’t happen that way at all – fine. 

Ask yourself – what does it all mean? 
 

It means, quite simply, that Jesus lives. 

 

Hy 425 The Saviour died, but rose again 

 

Message Part 2: 
 

It’s pointless getting bogged down in the changes that Matthew and Luke made as they 

incorporated Mark’s Gospel into their own Gospels.  The story of the empty tomb is very clear: 

1. Jesus was sealed in a tomb, but the tomb could not hold him.  The stone had been rolled 

away. 

2.  Jesus was not - is not - to be found in the land of the dead.  ‘Why do you look for the living 
among the dead?  He is not here, but has risen.’ 

 

Jesus has risen.  He continued to be experienced after his death, though in a very different way.  

He could enter locked rooms, and walk with followers without being recognised.  He could appear 

and disappear.  Jesus lives.  He lives as a figure not only of the past, but of the present.  That 

conviction is grounded in the experience of Christians throughout the centuries, even though not 

all Christians have had an experience like that, and it is not essential.  John tells us that Jesus 
said, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.”  Many Christians throughout the 

ages to the present day have experienced Jesus as a living reality.  Jesus lives.  That’s why we 

are here today. 

 

In the resurrection, God vindicated Jesus in the face of the powers who killed him.  In Easter, 

God says “Yes” to Jesus, and “No” to the authorities who executed him.  The gospel writers 
emphasise the collusion between collaborators and the occupying Romans.  Paul, the earliest 

voice in the New Testament, proclaims: ‘Jesus is Lord’.  That means that, if Jesus is Lord, the 

lords of this world are not.  To say, ‘Jesus is Lord’ meant ‘Caesar is not Lord’.  Easter declares 

that the domination systems of the world do not come from God, and do not have the final word. 

 

Easter reverses the verdict of the authorities on Jesus: reverses what happened on Good Friday.  
But the powers who killed Jesus are still very much active in this world, and Easter means that 

God’s great clean-up of the world has begun - but it will not happen without us.  The kingdom of 

God has already begun in this world – and we are called to participate.  In St. Augustine’s famous 

words, ‘We without God cannot, and God without us will not’. 

 

Good Friday and Easter, death and resurrection, are a central image in the New Testament for 

dying to an old way of life and being re-born into a new way of being, not only at a personal level 
but also in playing our part in building the Kingdom of God, and not just the kingdom of God, but 

also the kingdom of God.  Remember too that Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is among you.”  

When we pray, as Jesus taught us: Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven let us play or part in making it happen.   

 

The bottom line?  I don’t know what happened on that first Easter Sunday. 
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But I don’t think it matters: because I do know that something so outstanding, so 

unprecedented, happened between that Friday evening and that Sunday morning that nearly 

2000 years later we are here talking about it and honouring the name of Jesus of Nazareth, and 

regularly re-enacting his last meal with his friends.  Something so extraordinary, and so life-
changing, took place, that the lives of millions of people have been totally changed, and continue 

to be changed.  That’s what it meant then.  That’s what it means now. 

 

Christ is risen.  Hallelujah. 

Alleluia! The Lord is risen! 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

To God be the Glory.  Amen. 
 

Hy 411 Christ the Lord is risen today 

 

Dedication of offering: Let us pray: 

Gracious God, 

on this special day, there are no words deep enough to thank you for all your goodness, 
no deeds great enough to thank you for all your love, 

no gifts costly enough to thank you for your gift in Jesus Christ. 

 

Yet seeking to express our gratitude for all you have done for us, 

we bring you now this money, as a token of our love, 

a sign of our worship, and a symbol of our discipleship, 
offered to you in joyful and grateful praise, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Choir: 10,000 Reasons 

 

Intercessory Prayer: 

Almighty and Eternal God 

Whose goodness and grace overflowed when you raised Jesus from the dead, 
Let your goodness and grace continue to flow upon your people. 

 

We pray for those, like the women of old, whose lives have been stopped 

because they couldn’t roll away a stone that was blocking their path to new life and hope. 

Roll away the stone of despair and hopelessness that the light of Jesus Christ 

may shine into the darkness to bring joy and warmth again. 
 

Roll away the stone for those still stuck at Good Friday; 

those whose strength is failing through ill-health, 

whose spirits are flagging through depression, 

whose determination is being sapped through addiction. 

 
Lord God, roll away the stone that they may better see the path stretching out before them, 

a path unused except for your footprints etched in the morning dew. 

 

In the light and the glory of the resurrection we pray for our world, 

for the many places of violence and hostility, thinking especially of Ukraine. 

O God, refuge and strength of all, 

you hold the people of Ukraine in the palm of your hand; 
the name of each person there is written on your heart. 

In the darkness of invasion, in the mire of political machinations, 

spread we pray, the light of hope and of justice and of peace. 

Change the hearts and minds of the aggressors; 

bring your power to bear in every way and all ways to bring this war to an end. 
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Bless our Queen, and all the members of the governments in Westminster and Holyrood 

that they may lead our country in righteousness and justice.  Bless our Church of Scotland; its 

ministers and office bearers, that they may offer wise and sensitive leadership.  Encourage our 

membership that they may be true to their calling to follow the Risen Christ.  Bless all our partner 
churches at home and abroad that we may journey with them on this adventure of faith as we 

discover where you are asking us to follow. 

 

On this Easter Day, hear now our own prayers in silence as we remember before you those 

nearest and dearest to our own hearts, confident that you care, and that you hear the earnest 

prayer of every heart…. 

Pause 
We offer these prayers to you, Lord God, always mindful of the great company who compass you 

about, the ransomed and the redeemed of all the ages.  As once they inspired us by their living 

so may they continue so to do till the day of our won homecoming to you through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen 

 

Tailpiece: a Summary: 
Easter is a time when we not only recognize the resurrection of Jesus, but also remind ourselves 

of the reality of the empty tomb. 

 

Even the most sceptical, cynical and unbelieving historians, philosophers and theologians agree 

that a man named Jesus died on a Roman cross on Friday and was later buried in a tomb that 

was empty on Sunday morning.  They also agree that countless individuals, both men and 
women, testified that they saw Jesus alive on multiple occasions after he had died, including his 

brother James, who initially did not believe Jesus was the Messiah, but later came to faith, and 

indeed was martyred for it. 

 

The question for all such unbelievers is this: What is the best explanation of how the tomb came 

to be empty?  There is no evidence anywhere in the ancient world that anyone disputed that the 

tomb was empty on Sunday morning, not even those who crucified Jesus.  And they were the 
ones who stood most to gain by simply hauling out the body of Jesus, pointing to it, confirming 

His identity and forever putting Christianity in the grave as well: 

but they didn’t. 

 

Hymn 419 Thine be the Glory 

 
Closing Words and Benediction:  

Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father. 

Set out, then, on a new life with Christ. 

May you know his power and strength; may the light of the risen Lord shine through you. 

And the blessing of God the Father almighty,  

Jesus Christ his risen Son, our Saviour, 
and the Holy Spirit our help and guide,  

be with you, and remain with you,  

now and always.  Amen. 

 

Doxology: 

May God’s blessing surround you each day,   

As you trust Him and walk in his way, 
May his presence within guard and keep you from sin,  

Go in peace, go in joy, go in love.  


